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June 29, 1995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOREIGN LANGUAGES MERGER GETS GREEN LIGHT
CHARLESTON -- Foreign languages are alive and well at Eastern Illinois
University despite a move to combine three language programs into one.
The Board of Governors Universities trustees on Thursday completed their
final review of a pre-approved plan to consolidate Eastern's undergraduate degree
programs in French, German and Spanish into a bachelor's degree in foreign
languages.
The new program, approved by the BGU and Illinois Board of Higher Education in November, goes into effect this fall.
"The creation of a bachelor of arts degree in foreign languages has allowed
the university to combine its resources to create a program that is broader in scope
and produces better educated well-rounded individuals who are prepared to
compete for jobs in business and other areas," said foreign languages chair
Heribert Breidenbach.
"With a limited number of majors in specific programs, a bachelor's degree
in foreign languages became the most efficient way for the university to continue
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to offer the foreign language training which is essential to support careers in
teaching, international business, government and service industries," he said.
"Eastern has been planning for several years to complete this merger, so I
don't think it should come as a surprise to our majors," Breidenbach added.
Students enrolled in the new degree program will major in foreign languages
with a concentration in French, German or Spanish. They will be required to take
15 additional semester hours of coursework, including up to three required foreign
language courses taught in English and up to four courses in a second foreign
language depending on the course outline they choose, Breidenbach said.
Only about 10 new freshman foreign languages majors entering Eastern this
fall will be affected by the new degree requirements. The university will honor the
old course outline for some 50 continuing and transfer students, Breidenbach
explained.
"With careful planning, students can still graduate on time. In addition, many
students who enroll. in foreign languages at Eastern already have studied a second
foreign language in high school, so the new second foreign language requirement
may not apply to them," Breidenbach noted.
He said students who are fluent in more than one foreign language are more
likely to find jobs, particularly as interpreters and translators.
"I expect a large number of our foreign language majors to continue pursuing
teaching careers. I don't see that changing, especially since there won't be any
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modifications in the requirements for teacher certification in French, German and
Spanish," Breidenbach said.
Since Eastern will be among the few Illinois institutions offering a bachelor
of arts degree in foreign languages, Breidenbach hopes more students will enroll
here.
A new state-of-the-art foreign languages lab offering advanced audio and
video training is an attraction, he said.
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